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Noida: The district and ses-
sions court in Surajpur on
Thursday sentenced to life
imprisonment four sacked
workers for the violence at
the India unit of Italian MNC
Graziano Trasmissioni�s
plant in Greater Noida in
2008, in which the company�s
MD and CEO was bludgeo-
ned to death by a 200-strong
armed mob of dismissed
employees.

Additional district judge I
Ram Naresh Maurya also
slapped a fine of Rs 3,000 each

on the four convicts, and sen-
tenced two other sacked wor-
kers to a three-year jail term
and another two to a year in
prison for their role in the vio-
lence. The court, however, ac-
quitted 67 other accused in the
case for lack of evidence.

�That was a brutal murder
and the police had filed char-
gesheet against 75 people for
murder and unlawful assem-
bly. However, only eight were
convicted in the case by the co-
urt,� Om Prakash Yadav, 
additional district govern-
ment counsel, told TOI. The
violence took place on Sep-
tember 22, 2008, days after the

company started laying off
contractual workers.

According to Graziano
management, the sacked wor-
kers rushed into the premises

around 12.20pm when the ga-
tes were opened to let in a car.
They then smashed each one
of the approximately 20 cars
inside the compound.

Hearing the commotion,
CEO Lalit Kishore Chaudha-
ry had come out to the buil-
ding entrance. He was abu-
sed while trying to reason
with the protesters. And,
when he objected, the sacked
workers had thrashed him
with a hammer. Chaudhary
was rushed to a hospital,
where doctors declared him
brought dead, according to
the management.

The violence had also left
at least 50 executives and
workers of the unit injured.
There were also five Italian
technical consultants on a vi-
sit to the unit who had barely

managed to escape. Some of-
ficials had even locked them-
selves in offices for safety.

The unit, a subsidiary of
Graziano Italy, specialises in
making gears and transmis-
sion systems for vehicles. It
was set up in 1998 and com-
menced production in 2000.

The labour dispute had
been brewing at the plant we-
eks before the violence over
the termination of contrac-
tual workers. After interven-
tion from the district labour
department, the company
management had reinstated
almost all the contractual
workers, except 15.

9 years on, 4 get life term for CEO murder

New Delhi: Roadside shows
and street performances are
returning to the capital in a
new avatar. And this time, the
idea is to establish a self-sus-
taining �skill show school� to
train folk artistes and upgra-
de their traditional skills.

A Delhi-based think
tank, Centre for New Per-
spectives, recently held a
preview of their latest pro-
duction, Tamashow: Dilli ka
Bioscope. The 90-minute
production consists of 10 dif-
ferent folk skills that have
been curated by Kathak ma-
estro Pt Birju Maharaj.

Dr Navina Jafa, vice-pre-
sident of the think tank, said,
�This is our first major step to
work towards making our
Delhi a Unesco creative city
by creating sustainable liveli-
hood models for marginali-
sed, creative communities.�

The project aims to align
the performing skills of the
traditional artistes with mar-
ket demands. From puppete-
ers to snake charmers, behru-
piyas (impressionists) to nats
(acrobats), the show attempts
to bring alive all these art
forms that have almost vanis-
hed over time. In between the
performances, the storytel-
lers and their jamooras (side-
kicks) do their entertaining
acts. The show covers 10 skill
communities�magicians,
puppeteers, jugglers, acro-
bats, martial artistes, dancers
and singers, behrupiyas, das-

tangois (storytellers), mime
artistes and animal trainers.

Birju Maharaj told TOI
that conserving this intang-
ible heritage is as important
as conserving monuments;
the people and the govern-
ment should come forward
to take it forward, he said.
Syed Abdul, who comes from
a family of street magicians,

said while once India was
chided as a land of snake
charmers, this art form is
now dying. 

The organisers are loo-
king for support via crowd
funding or help in putting to-
gether the show in various
parts of the capital. The
show would open on August
26 at Gymkhana Club.

Street smart: Roadside
shows get a makeover

Gurgaon: Bharat Bhushan Gogia, SDM (north), visited Civil Ho-
spital late on Wednesday night to oversee the transfer of three of
the six children electrocuted in Sector 56 on August 15, to a private
hospital, following an anonymous call complaining of their negli-
gence in the state-run hospital. The SDM also submitted his report
on the mishap to deputy commissioner Vinay Pratap Singh, after
reading which the DC sent notices to both departments of distribu-
tion (DHBVN) and transmission (HPVNL) for a reply. TNN

3 electrocuted kids shifted to
pvt hospital in Gurgaon

DILLI KA BIOSCOPE: The project aims to align performing skills of
traditional artistes with market demands

New Delhi:The student out-
fit NSUI affiliated with
Congress came out with the-
ir manifesto much before the
announcement of dates for
the election, but with no new
change in the promises.

The outfit has called for
a �shift in the election cul-
ture� and has announced a
campaign � �Take back DU�,
�to bring back the tradition
of debate and discussion in
the university.� The outfit
has also claimed that this
year they will make sure
that the election is more is-
sue-based, less glamorous
and they will try for a paper-
less campaign.

The newly appointed na-
tional president of NSUI, Fai-
roze Khan, said that the rea-
son for an early manifesto
launch was to begin campa-
ign early and because they at-
tempt to change the political
culture. �Our manifesto is
made from the conversations
we have had with students
and have tried to include the-
ir concerns. It is our attempt
to make DU a model varsity.�

He promised that the
outfit will �take steps� to
ensure that students, and
especially girls, are encou-
raged to vote. �Only 35% of
students vote in DUSU elec-
tions. This needs to change
and we will start distribu-
tion of pamphlets of our
manifesto from tomorrow
at all colleges for it.�

DUSU polls:
NSUI releases

manifesto
before time

Paras.Singh@timesgroup.com TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Shafaque.Alam
@timesgroup.com The court also slapped

a fine of ‘‘3,000 each 
on the four convicts,
and sentenced two
other workers to a
three-year jail term and
another two to a year
in prison for their role
in the violence


